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Good grief, the first month of 2024 has flown by and now it is February.   I hope you all have recovered 
from the Christmas holidays and had a Happy New Year.  

 

We started the year with a “meet & greet” with a potential Pastoral candidate and then followed that up 
with a review of the meet & greet with the candidate by the council.  After much discernment the Pastoral 
candidate withdrew from being our Pastor.  Yes, that is a disappointment, but forward we go.  I have been 
in contact with our synod Bishop, Dave Nagler, and our Synod Regional Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor 
Jennifer Schultz concerning this.  Bishop Dave responded with the following to me, “I know that God is 
very much involved in this process and that only means that the right pastor for your 
congregation has not surfaced yet.”  Keep praying for the process as we go forward in 2024.  This 
means we will continue to be using supply pulpit pastors which Jan Johnson coordinated this past year 
and during the months of January and February.  We owe Jan a big thank you!  Also, concerning Jan she 
had surgery in mid-January and is now in recovery for the next few months.  Keep her in your prayers.   

 

The council had their first meeting on January 11
th.

  New council members Nelly walker and Jon Davis 
were welcomed.  The council is 11 strong: myself, Jeanine Singer, Carol Youngman, Bob Hunter, 
Christine Garcia, Steven Yoshizumi, Violet Yoshizumi, Jan Johnson, Melissa Pool, Nelly Walker, and Jon 
Davis.  During the Council meeting I was elected to serve as President again, Jeanine Singer as Vice-
President, Carol Youngman Secretary, Treasurer-Bob Hunter, and Financial Secretary-Kathleen Berg for 
2024.   

 

Committee chairs were also discussed during the meeting.  See them in that section of the newsletter.   It 
would be great if each of you would take part in one of the committees.  If you want to learn more about 
what they do, contact the committee chair.  Also, volunteers are needed each Sunday morning for the 
church service.  Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.  I encourage all of you, if you have any questions 
concerning the church, the church committees, etc., please contact a council member.    

 

The council then discussed Lent.  Ash Wednesday is February 14, which is also Valentines Day.  It was 
decided that we will not have a service but encourage all to go to a service in another church in the area.  
Also, Pastor John Embree will be in the church from noon to 1 PM on Ash Wednesday at which time all 
may come to have a cross of ashes placed on their forehead by him in remembrance of the day after 
which you may stay as long as you like for meditation/prayer. 

 

We will be having Lenten-soup-suppers the five Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday.  After dinner Pastor 
John will lead us in meditation each week on the catechism.  I am really looking forward to that as that will 
be a good review since I was confirmed.  The council will bring soup and bread the first Wednesday, 
February 21

st
.  Sign-ups to bring soup the following four Wednesdays will be put out in the narthex. Hope 

to see you all at these as there is always good homemade soup shared along with bread and meditation.     

 

Can you believe it, Our Saviour’s will be celebrating its 70
th
 anniversary in June.  The council has set the 

weekend of June 8 & 9
th
 for the celebration.  We have booked our Bishop to preach on June 9th for the 

celebration.  Melissa Pool is heading up the celebration and will need volunteers to help her.  She will be 
announcing dates to gather inputs.  Please participate with your good ideas.   Plus put these two dates on 
your calendar.  
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President’s Message 



 Director of music:  Chelsea Dehn 

Bell Choir Director: Sara Moreno 

Office Administrator: Melissa Pool 

Accompanist: MinJung Seo 

 

OSLC Phone: 714-639-9390 

OSLC Email: office@orangeoslc.org 

OSLC Website: Orangeoslc.org 

OSLC Facebook: Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church-Orange 

Children’s Center Director: Jennifer 

Gates 

Children’s Center Phone: 714-771-5040 
 

Council Members 

President: Steve Vannier 

Vice President: Jeanine Singer 

Secretary: Carol Youngman 

Treasure: Bob Hunter 

 

Christine Garcia– Jan Johnson 

 Melissa Pool-Nelly Walker - Jon Davis 

Violet Yoshizumi - Steven Yoshizumi 

 

Committee Chairs 

Adult Fellowship:  Melissa Pool 

Christian Ed: Sarah Moreno 

Finance: Bob Hunter 

Men’s Ministry: John Davis 

OSCC Board: Nelly Walker 

Personnel: Steven Yoshizumi 

Property: Steve Vannier  

Social Ministry: Janice Bosecke/  

     Betty Dierking 

Staff 

 

Continued from previous page……. 

 

We had a nice turn-out at the annual meeting part II 
on January 14.  It was a pot luck which meant lots of 
good food shared.  (Yes, I like pot lucks, in case you 

don’t know  ).  The 2024 annual report was re-
viewed and approved, two members, Christine Gar-
cia and Steven Yoshizumi were elected to serve as 
OSLC’s voting members at Synod Assembly in 
June, and two members, Jan Johnson and Betty 
Dierking, were elected to serve on the nominating 
committee for persons that will run for council in 
2025.  The meeting closed with a presentation by 
Nelly Walker about moving forward with a communi-
ty garden on the vacant land west of Moreland Hall.  
The first action is to come up with a design, we have 
a preliminary one, along with installing a fence.  Of 
course, this will require funding and to date $8,000 
has been contributed.  This should cover about half 
of the fence cost.  If any of you would like to contrib-
ute to the garden that would be awesome.  Just des-
ignate your contribution to community garden.  Also, 
if any of you would like more information concerning 
the garden contact Nelly Walker or any of the council 
members. 

 

I am looking forward to a great 2024 at OSLC to 
“SHINE” and share the light of Jesus Christ!”   

Steve Vannier 

   

https://www.facebook.com/oslcorange
https://www.facebook.com/oslcorange


Our Saviour’s  

Children’s Center 
Happy New Year! We came back after a 
nice little break for Christmas and wel-
comed some of our students that have 
moved on to TK programs back for drop 
in care for the last week of winter 
break. It was nice to see  them again. 
We always miss our kiddos when they 
move on to other programs. In Decem-
ber we had our annual Licensing visit 
which required us to do lead testing on 
the faucets we use for drinking water. 
We received our results back and thank-
fully passed and do not have to do any-
thing further for 5 more years. Enroll-
ment numbers are still looking the 
same. We do have two openings in our 
infant room currently. We are hoping to 
fill those spaces relatively quickly. We 
are looking forward to Valentine's Day 
parties coming up next month! OSCC 
will be closed Monday, February 19th 
for President's Day.  

Thank you, once again, for your sup-
port! 

Jennifer and the OSCC staff 





 

February 14, 2024, will hold two “holidays” that seem to be moving in opposite directions. Valentine’s 
Day is a Hallmark creation dedicated to expressions of love. Ash Wednesday is a time of remember-
ing our finitude; that each of us and all whom we love are impermanent. On the surface these com-
memorations seem an odd pair. “Bring a date to church and get an ash cross from a person who re-
minds them that they are dust”. I would argue that if we go deeper, they are a perfect pairing. 
 

An ancient symbol for impermanence in the Celtic tradition is the triskelion. It is a circle, sometimes 
depicted with three legs or waves chasing one another around in an endless cycle. It is meant as a 
reminder that Spring follows Winter, Winter follows, Fall, and Fall follows Summer. Times of scarcity 
follow times of abundance. Times of connection follow times of loneliness. It is an echo of Ecclesias-
tes 3 which sings, “To everything, there is a season and a time under Heaven.” 
 

The key to living this fundamental reality in a spiritually heathy way is to not get overly attached to 
any season or any moment in your history. And yet, to celebrate its beauty to feel deeply and to not 
deny the power that a moment can have on us. It is a delicate dance between not distancing our-
selves from what is happening in our lives, but also remembering that all things fade away. New 
things arrive daily. 
 

Anyone or anything that we love does not truly belong to us. They are shooting stars that shine bril-
liantly and then are gone. When they go, they return to the Source; to God. We feel the weight of 
their empty space and grieve. We also know that this grieving will shape us into a form that will be 
new for us. The grief we feel is a mirror of the love we shared. The hollow ache is an echo of the 
heartfelt joy. 
 

One year on Ash Wednesday, I invited the congregation I was serving to a different practice of the 
imposition of ashes. I traced the ashen cross on the forehead of the first person who came forward 
and proclaimed the truth, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Then this per-
son turned and did the same to the next person in line. This sequence continued for the whole as-
sembly. Tears flowed when husbands made a black cross on the forehead of their beloved spouses. 
Voices cracked when parents reminded children that they too would not live forever. As they say, it 
got real that day! 
 

So, on February 14
th
we will bear witness to love and impermanence. Some of us will spend time with 

loved ones. Others will be alone. Some will go to church and receive a cross and a word of remem-
brance. Others will be unable to bear that this year. No matter what you choose, remember that you 
are loved in this impermanent form. Please consider a Lenten practice of telling someone that you 
love them everyday until Easter (and then beyond if it makes you and them happy!) And let us not 
cling to any season too tightly. Our fragile planet will do another lap around the sun. People will come 
into our lives and depart. All of it is held in Divine hands. 
 

Peace and All Good, 
+Dave 

 

Love and Ash 





Join us Sunday mornings at 10am for our worship service. 

Live streaming on YouTube:  bit.ly/OSLCOrangeCA  

Videos are also uploaded to our website – orangeoslc.org 

The church office is open 8:30am– 12:30pm Mondays through Friday 

Email: office@orangeoslc.org  Website: orangeoslc.org 

Phone: 714-639-9390 

800 N. Cambridge St 

Orange, Ca 92867 
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